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Legal Q & A with Matt Berner

one cup — one horse* — every day
Better health

and a
higher quality of life

*based on one 1,000 Ib horse

Q: What is a Pet Trust? Would it
allow me to include my horses in a
will?

A: Generally speaking, one cannot
directly will property to an animal.
However, this does not necessarily
mean that you cannot provide for

your horses or other animals in the
event that they outlive you. Many -
States have expressly recognized the For any age horse from
validity of “Pet Trusts” where the weanlings thru seniors.
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4, Trust for Care of Animal

(a) A trust may be created to provide for the care of an animal alive
during the [owner’s] lifetime. The trust terminates upon the death of the
animal or, if the trust was created to provide for the care of more than
one animal alive during the [owner’s] lifetime, upon the death of the last
surviving animal.

(b) A trust authorized by this section may be enforced by a person
appointed in the terms of the trust or, if no person is so appointed, by

the court. A person having an interest in the welfare of the animal may (Wctobery ﬂﬂPﬂgp 2008}
request the court to appoint a person to enforce the trust or to remove a Vlinnesotays Crek ditground SRS (AL RVIN

person appointed.

If you are interested in establishing such a trust, or wish to create a will
or other estate plan, you should consult with an estate planning attorney
or law firm (such as Hellmuth & Johnson, PLLC) to discuss the specifics
of your particular situation.

J. Matthew Berner is an attorney with Hellmuth & Johnson, PLLC where
he focuses his practice on Equine Law, providing litigation and transac-
tion services for horse barns and horse owners, rider, trainers, and vets.
His practice includes the formation of equine corporations and busi-
nesses, purchase, sale, and lease agreements, boarding contracts, training
and lesson contracts, stallion and breeding contracts, release of liability
and hold harmless agreements as well as representing businesses and in-
dividuals on equine law matters in state and federal court. Matt provides
a free consultation and can be reached at (952) 746-2188 or via email a
jberner@hjlawfirm.com.
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Whether you are an equine hobbyist or a ' : L T L4 763-421-5750
professional, attorney Matt Berner will . frynwe " info@MinnesotaEquiFest.com

answer your questions related to
contracts, personal and premises liability,
land use and zoning, construction law,
employment law, and general business
matters. We'll publish select questions
and answers in future editions of The
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